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1. Duration of visit with date: 29 June -3rd July, 2015

2. Name of the departments/centres/units visited during the period :
· Attended the Workshop organised at University of Edinburgh
· Visited the University Main Library

3. Scope and progress made on the exchange of knowledge 
3.1. Inter-disciplinary nature of the workshop

The inter-disciplinary nature of the workshop and papers presented by the scholars and faculty members not only help me question some of the important and pertinent question which I have not addressed in my PhD work of studying conflict and health services system from the anthropological lens . The medical-anthropological work from my fellow scholars on different health beliefs and practices open a new arena of learning. The findings of the study presented during the workshop (especially on yoga, mindfulness, supernatural pathologies etc.) not only re-iterates the fact that health should not be seen from the narrow bio-medical perspectives but the cultural and indigenous belief systems need to be addressed  besides the pressing issues of public health concerns. I would have not pay so such of attention in such practice but listening to the presentation, I was amazed to hear that there are many such clinics and followers of such forms of medicine.  I have very limited idea and knowledge on medical anthropology but the exchange of ideas and views provided during the workshop opened a new scope of learning.
3.2. Presentation from the Faculty

3.2.1 Session on Oral history:

My PhD work is on the implications of Conflict on the health services system. Large part of my work is drawn from the documents and literature based on oral history along with the primary data I have collected from the field. The presentation was very pertinent as I could reflect and question some of the important scholarly work which I have referred earlier. I always had this doubt why certain historical events in the history of Manipur or the northeast region of India has been interpreted, misinterpreted and analysed in different ways depending on the political and social-affiliations of the author.

The issues of biased in research and analysis during data collected, analysis and interpretation by the researcher doing their work using oral history as a method , address during the course of the session was very useful.  After the workshop, I have read up a lot of work on oral history and have added a review of the newspaper articles on conflict events that had occurred in the past from two major newspapers in my study state and would analyse the reporting style of the article depending on political and social affiliations of the newspaper. 
3.2.2. Study on Peri-neonatal Bereavement 
There were many scope of learning from this session of the faculty. Not only on the methods of carrying out-multi site studies on issues of such crucial importance, it also tells us the power of narratives in research. The study carried out and the findings shared during the presentation were so interesting. The way the peculiar findings of the study were narrated and how it was analysed was a good lesson for many of young researcher. It also taught us the importance of carrying out narrative research.
3.2.3 Downfall of Child Immunization Status in India

Child health and the various determinants of child health is an area of my interest. The presentation highlighted by the faculty on urbanization as a determinant of the downfall of immunization in India was an interesting hypothesis.  Given a chance in future as a student and a young faculty, I would definitely like to test the hypothesis. I am thinking to develop a proposal on the same in the nearby future.
3.2.4 . GIS and Scope of GIS in Public Health
The presentation on the scope of GIS in public health was interesting. I have  worked in a project that used GIS for disaster management. But hearing the usage of GIS in public health and its relevant areas was informative. 

3.3 Proposal Grant submitted to Indian Council of Medical Research

The feedback and suggestions received on my paper during the workshop from the faculty members and the scholars were very useful. I have re-visited some of the questions that were clarified during the presentation. Those feedbacks helped me developing some of the research questions on the research proposal grant I have submitted for an ICMR project. Some of the questions that I have proposed in the grant proposal are on the issues of applicability of the WHO framework of conflict as a social determinants of health in the north-east region and India at large. The final proposal has been submitted for grant consideration.  I have also tried to address specific research questions on the implications of the conflict on children caught in protracted conflict especially from the lens of immunization and facility based neo-born care as a proxy, from some of feedback shared during the presentation to locate specific research questions to see the implications of the conflict on the health services.
4. Lessons learnt from the entire visit 

a) Learning 
The work of various scholars on health and health related aspects carried out from anthropological, sociological and purely public health perspective was very interesting. One learning and observation is the way terminologies are used in different discipline while addressing certain research question. I could have used ‘perception and experiences’ of the community if I am collecting data of the people but some of the scholars emphasizes on using ‘voices’ from the community as more appropriate term.  Also, the presentations were very informative and interesting. It is the wide scope of subject matter that were discussed during the workshop which was the main highlight of the workshop that ranges from reproductive health, gender issues, insurance, conflict, forms of medicine, disasters , mental health.
b) Visited the Main Library
The visited the main library after the workshop. The AROGYAM network provided us an opportunity to explore the libraries of the region, I visited the main library of University of Edinburgh. I could refer to some of the work carried out by scholars of the University of Edinburgh in the areas of my interest. Also, I could download some books relevant to my study area from the main library.
c) Meeting new people

I met a lot of people during this workshop from different institutes and country. This exposure not only gave me an exposure to learn about different work carried out by the researchers in different fields but also gave me the scope to exchange ideas and learning. The platform also has given avenues for young scholars to collaborate with each other to exchange ideas and their work.
Introduction:

As the seeds holds the essence of the tree. Childhood holds the essence of mental and physical growth of an individual. It’s the period of construction of a ‘human’. Several identities around the individual are constructed during childhood. These multiple identities carried by individual includes gender, age, class, caste, race, nation, region, ethnicity, religion and countless other 

Which are constructed over some time. Social context predetermines possible identities before persons could choose ones among ‘achieved identities’. In other words, in childhood identity is not chosen, it is lived through constraints and social norms which are imposed on individuals. Individuals are embedded in a more or less strong social context where they develop an identity rather than another one. 
 Inequalities are often analyzed independently of the identity issue. However identity plays an important role on the inequalities building process. Becoming children of a particular caste is not really a choice and thus it is not achieved identity but a social formation. As kancha iliah writes in his book -

“These differences are not the individual differences, they are differences created as a part of our upbringing”.
                                     ( Iliah, K,2007 in ‘ Why I am Not a Hindu’)

Formation of identity is clearly not an overnight phenomenon; several incidences in life over some years get settled in cognition and leads gradually to the formation of identity. Identity – how we perceive and make sense of each other – is fundamental to all social interaction and to the construction of our society and culture. 

After the Dalit Panthar movement and recent arguments over reservation, caste identity is generally seen as collective ‘Dalit identity’. It is interesting to read through the dalit literature and visualize the struggle of generations and extent of oppression that lead finally to the development of ‘collective consciousnesses as Dalit (a word first used by Dr. Ambedkar for Low castes).

We cannot however deny the basic hold of the system in villages and cities of India with its impact on development of a healthy and fair identity among children. While high caste children might develop a false pride for their ascribed caste status, low caste children might feel a lot of conflict and confusion with their caste status, especially in cities. There are institutions like family, school and caste as a group itself which encourages in construction of caste identity through various ways both consciously and unconsciously. 

In villages the high caste hegemony is very visible, whereas in cities it might be more subtle. Visible or subtle, more or less but it is there in the nerves of our children and it impacts their development.

The dreams of a society free of conflict and violence and inequalities based on race, religion and caste may seem to be utopian for sure but we can reach nearer to that utopia if such inequalities based on social construct are not allowed to take shape and flourish in the cognition of a child.
Research problem: 
Caste identity is a social construction, different from achieved identity of an individual. Identity of belonging to different castes creates conflict and promotes inequality. This research is an attempt to look at all factors and structures   that lead to the development of caste identities in children.
Caste as a subject of study is not unusual and there is no dearth of literature on the subject. Yet it seemed important to explore what caste meant, what belonging to a particular caste meant to children. How does the study on the construction of caste identities among children would help 
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